VII.

ROUMANIA AN  INDEPENDENT KINGDOM.

PRINCE CHARLES was proclaimed ruler of Rou-
mania on his twenty-seventh birthday. His father
was head of the non-reigning branch of the great
Hohenzollern family, and had acted for a short time
as Prussian Premier ; his grandmother had been con-
nected with the house of Bonaparte. He was thus
on the best of terms with the two great Powers which
dominated the West of Europe in 1866. His training
had been that of an officer in a crack Prussian regi-
ment, and stood him in good stead at a critical period
of his career. But he was much more than a mere
soldier. He was liberal in his ideas for a Hohenzol-
lern, and filled with that deep sense of duty which
has always been a marked characteristic of that
powerful race. He at once made it his business to
study the requirements of the nation which had sum-
moned him to preside over its destinies. He soon
acquired great personal knowledge of the land and
its inhabitants, and found ample scope for his favourite
hobby of forestry in the woods of the Carpathians.
By his marriage with Princess Pauline Elizabeth of